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Today  I'm  ded.ica.ting  this  broadcast  period  to  our  good  neighbor  countries 
to  the  South — our  allies  and  friends  in  South  America — Central  America — and  the 
the  islands  of  the  Caribbean. 

I  don't  know  whether  you've  ever  stopped  to  think  much  about  it  or  not — 
but  many  of  the  good  foods  we  in  the  United  States  have  come  to  enjoy  and  count 
as  daily  necessities  grow  in  the  countries  to  the  south  of  us.     There's  coffee  for 
instance — and  cocoa — and  bananas — and  sugar. 

I'd  like  to  pass  on  to  you  some  timely  facts  about  the  foodstuffs  we  get 
from  these  countries — facts  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

First  of  all — take  that  coffee  you  had  for  breakfast  this  morning.  That 
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came  from  one  or  more  of  our  good  neighbor  countries  in  this  hemisphere.     For  most 
of  the  world's  coffee  is  grown  in  South  America,  Central  America,  and  the  islands 
of  the  Caribbean.    As  you  probably  know,  Brazil  is  by  far  the  largest  producer. 

And  here's  an  interesting  item  which  you  may  or  may  not  already  know.    We  in 
the  United  States  drink  nearly  half  of  all  the  coffee  consumed  in  the  whole  world. 

Getting  back  to  that  cup  of  coffee  you  had  for  breakfast.     That  may  have 
contained  varieties  of  coffee  from  several  different  countries.    For  the  coffee  ex- 
perts say  that  most  brands  on  the  market  today  are  blends  of  two  or  more  kinds  of 
coffee. 

But  coffee  is  just  one  of  the  foods  that  come  to  us  from  our  Good  Neighbors 
to  the  South.     There  are  many  others.     And  incidentally — here's  a  cheering  thing 
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to  remember  these  days.  There's  no  staple  food  and  practically  no  food  delicacy 
that  we  cannot  grow  somewhere  between  our  own  northern  boundary  and  the  southern 
tip  of  South  America. 

For  years  now — we  have  counted  on  the  other  republics  of  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere as  our  main  source  of  many  foods  that  need  tropical  or  subtropical  climate. 
With  trade  from  the  Eastern  hemisphere  curtailed  as  it  is  now — we  look  southward 
for  increasing  amounts  of  other  foods — foods  we  have  been  getting  from  places  no 
longer  open  to  trade. 

Take  those  Christmas  chocolates  you  had — and  may  still  be  munching.  Those 
are  flavored  with  the  bean  from  the  cacao  tree — of  course.    And  according  to 
Government  authorities — 'there  are  ample  supplies  of  cocoa  in  this  hemisphere.  The 
leading  cocoa  producers  among  our  good  neighbors  are  tropical  Brazil,  the  Dominicar 
Republic,  Ecuador,  and  Venezuela — with  many  other  good  neighbor  countries  produc- 
ing smaller  amount sc 

Sugar  is  s:-cond  only  to  coffee  when  it  comes  to  value  of  exports  to  the 
United  States  from  the  other  Western  Hemisphere  republics.     Ordinarily  we  grow 
about  one- third  of  our  own  sugar  here  in  continental  United  States.    And  we  depend 
upon  our  insular  areas  and  the  Latin  American  countries  for  the  rest.     Cuba  is  the 
main  source  among  the  Latin  American  countries. 

If  you  "take  vanilla."  —  you  may  be  reassured  to  know  that  the  United  State? 
is  next  door  to  one  of  the  world's  large  vanilla-producing  regions.     This  is  our 
neighbor  Mexico.     Incidentally,  it  was  in  Mexico  that  man  first  met  this  most  usefu 
member  of  the  orchid  family. 

Of  all  the  tropical  fruits — the  banana  is  a  favorite  with  us  here  in  the 
United  State s*    We  get  them  the  year  round  from  countries  in  this  hemisphere — 
mostly  from  Mexico — Central  America — and  Cuba. 
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As  you  know — coconuts  do  grow  most  extensively  in  the  Eastern  hemisphere. 
But  we  have  many  producing  areas  in  this  half  of  the  world,  too.     Our  "best  sources 
on  this  side  the  Pacific  are  the  Carribean  islands  and  the  countries  in  Central 
America.    Pineapple  also  grows  in  the  countries  to  the  south — mainly  in  Cuba  and 
Me xico. 

There  are  many  many  more  foods  that  nourish  and  delight  us  from  our  good 
neighbor  countries  to  the  south.     Here  are  some  more  of  them  that  we  import  in 
varying  quantities. .  Tapioca  flour — cashew  nuts — molasses — dry  vegetables — 
grapes — peaches — pears — plums — melons — all  come  to  us    from  these  countries.  So 
do  many  spices  and  flavoring  materials. 

Among  the  spices  and  flavorings  we  get  from  the  Western  Hemisphere  Republics 
are  allspice,  sesame  seed,  anise  seed,  aloes,  and  tonka  beans.     In  case  you  don't 
recognize  the  tonka  bean  right  off — it's  there  that  we  get  a  certain  extract  called 
coumarine.     This  coumarine  extract  is  used  as  a  basis  for  imitation  vanilla  and 
numerous  other  flavorings. 

If  necessary,  practically  any  spice  can  be  grown  somewhere  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere  republics,  according  to  exports  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
In  fact  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  working  in  cooperation  with  the  Coordinator 
of  Inter-American  Affairs,  has  already  taken  steps  to  stimulate  the  production  of 
certain  spices  and  flavorings  in  the  Latin  American  countries. 

This  encouragement  of  spice  growing  is  just  one  part  of  a  much  bigger  program. 

For  these  two  government  agencies,  working  in  cooperation,  are  carrying  out  a  long 

time  program  to  develop  trade  between  our  good  neighbor  countries  and  ourselves. 

They  are  studying  the  situation — and  encouraging  the  countries  to  the  south  of  us 

to  grow  foods  which  we  cannot  grow  in  the  United  States — or  which  we  cannot  grow 

enough  of  to  meet  our  own  needs. 

And  that's  all  the  news  about  foods  from  our  Good  Neighbor  Countries  that  I 
have  for  today. 


